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Accessories Report

The Cause Behind
Venetian Masks

By Sophia Chabbott

oung Friends of Save Venlee hopes red and white will be the
eolors of chodew for Call.

The charitable crganization, which seeks to help restore and
protect Venice's threatened masterpleces from water damage
and pollution, haz called on 24 designers, artists and fazhion
companics to aid the cause.

Chiristinn Loeroix, Rodarte and Foss Bleckner are among thase
that have created versions of Venetian masks to bé avctioned
Tuesday night al the Veneto Sales and Deaign Center in New York:

The designers hod to incorporate Swarovski erystals with a
theme of red and white, but otherwise had free rein,

“1 did some research because | wanted it to be Venice-con-
nected,” said sccessories designer Devi Kroell, who incorpo-
rated metallic python that is used on her slouchy hobo bags and
over-the-knee boots. 1 wanted it to be signature me.”

‘The inspirstion for Rachel Roy's mask was “The Arn of
Seduction,'” said the deslgmer “1 used all camel, taupe and warm
brown crystals for the mask, with black around the eye for the
Indian smoky-eye effect.”

Branches of soral extend from LaCroix's red velvel ribbon-cov-
ered mask, which lights up, while Bergdorf Goodman fashion di-
rector Linda Fargo's mask of tall red and white plumes was embel-
lished with Freach cands and a veil of erystal chain mail

“We basically looked for ereative designers, artists and
people and thought about how they would interpret Venctinn
masks,” sald Adelina Wong, chairman of Young Frieads of
Save Yenice. The silent auction prices will start at 5135 and
Wong said sho hoped the buyers will wear them to the Red and
White Masked Ball run by the charity and set for Feb. 15 at the
Metropolitan Club in Manhattan

Faraone Mennella chose not to use ervstals in favor of the real
thing. Inspired by Sophia Loren in the "Countess From
Kong,” the mask is covered in 24-lmrat gold leal and fnis
with a gold-set rubsllite cabochkon and a round-cut diamond.

W course, Faraone Mennella's mask had to be precious, and
this is iu:mdbly pcmdmn," snid Farnone Monnelln co-designer

Ameden Soognamigio. “Incidentally, we just came back from Venice
and the fascination, the magic and the romanticizm of Venlee's an,
lamdzcape and history are so powerful that it's almeost a duty to help
preserve i That's why wo decided to support Sove Veniee.™
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